Restoration and Reuse Study I Holyoke’s Historic Richardson Station

Richardson Station Today
The Building After Rail Service
The height of Holyoke’s population was reached in
1919, but passenger rail service continued on a limited
basis until the mid-1960s when reduced ridership
and the condition of the tracks lead to a re-routing
of Amtrak’s Vermonter service (previously called
the Montrealer) away from several stations on the
Connecticut River line—including Holyoke. In 1965,
George H. Girard purchased the station building and
operated it as a workshop and storage facility for auto
parts and engines.18 During the time that he owned
the building a cinder block addition was built on the
southern facing façade, enclosing parts of the roofed
overhang that surrounds the building. In addition, a
variety of interior partition walls, and a structural floor
were inserted into the two story central waiting room
in order to provide second floor storage space. On
the second floor, upstairs apartments, likely for train
station personnel, appear to have been renovated at
some time in the near past. It also appears that the
telegraph room and at least one of the staircases on
the southern side of the station, likely the one from the
women’s lounge, still exist in situ.
In May 2009 Holyoke Gas and Electric (HG&E)
purchased the building as part of a series of land
acquisitions needed at the time for potential expansion
of transmission cables. They removed much of the
equipment and materials that were used by the
previous owner, and currently use the baggage annex
for storage. HG&E does not have a pressing need
for the building, and is cooperating with the City of
Holyoke Office of Planning & Economic Development
to pursue the redevelopment of the site.
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Richardson Station Floor Areas
Total Station Building Area: 12,250 sq. ft.
Basement Area: 5,100 sq. ft. TOTAL
First Floor Area: 5,100 sq. ft. TOTAL
Great Room: 2,500 sq. ft.
North Bay: 1,300 sq. ft.
South Bay: 1,300 sq. ft.
Second Floor Mezzanines: 2,050 sq. ft.
North Mezzanine: 1,100 sq. ft.
South Mezzanine: 950 sq. ft.
Locus Plan

Existing Conditions
The building is located on a parcel of approximately
45,000 sq. ft. (approximately 1 acre) that is bounded
by Lyman Street to the North, Bowers Street to the
East, Mosher Street to the South, and railroad tracks
to the West.
The building, not including the eaves/roof overhang,
is approximately 39 ft. wide and 152 ft. long. The
building is 36.5 ft. tall at its highest point. The roof
overhang wraps around the perimeter of the building
and extends 11 ft. from the building’s exterior wall
and is supported on wooden columns approximately
every 13.5 ft. on the North and South sides and
approximately 15.5 ft. on the East and West sides.
The interior ceiling height is approximately 35 ft. high
in central great room (excluding the current floor
addition that reduces the height), and 16.5 ft. high in
the adjacent North and South bays. The Mezzanine
ceiling heights vary, but are primarily 8.5 ft. high with
8 ft. tall dormers. The basement ceiling height (to the
underside of the floor structure) is 7.5 ft. high.
The interior of the building has a total of 12,250 sq.
ft., including the basement and mezzanine levels.
The primary area available for easy and accessible
use is the first floor which consists of 5,100 sq. ft. of
space, divided into three distinct rooms: a great room
of 2,500 sq. ft. and two flanking rooms of 1,300 sq.
ft. each. The walls separating these rooms are load
bearing, but structural alterations can provide more
continuous spaces.

There is also a one-story “baggage room” annex at the
north end of the site that is currently used for storage
and has approximately 1,800 sq. ft. of usable space.
In general, the building is in good condition. The
roofing has been maintained and partially replaced
over the years and there has been no major water
infiltration, often the cause of extensive damage in
historic buildings. There are small leaks on the North
and Northwest corners of the building, and these
should be repaired as soon as possible to prevent
further water intrusion and damage.
Extensions, additions and elements constructed after
1965 are removable—and their demolition/removal,
if carefully controlled, will likely not contribute to
any major losses or destruction of key decorative
elements on the exterior or interior of the building.
Of course, repairs and some reproduction of historic
elements (stone components of the facades and/
or wood elements related to the columns or trusses)
may be required, and can be better assessed after
strategic removal of some of the added walls/
elements. General stone pointing and cleaning is
necessary, with particular attention paid to graffiti
removal. Strategic choices regarding the restoration
of the slate roof or replacement with architectural
shingles should be considered when assessing the
overall restoration budget. While the building’s
structure appears to be in good condition, a
structural engineer should review the former station’s
condition and recommend any upgrades (if required)
to meet current building codes.
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PHOTOS OF EXTERIOR CONDITIONS
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PHOTOS OF INTERIOR CONDITIONS
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CONCEPTUAL RENDERING OF
GREAT HALL AS A POSSIBLE
YEAR-ROUND FARMERS MARKET

